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CHAPTER IX 
IRRIGATION 


Of all the phases of pioneer life which were to test 
the ingenuity, resourcefulness, and cooperative spirit of 
the people, irrigation was foremost. At times the prob- 
lem was not solved with cooperation and then there was 
fierce competition for water among the settlers. Water 
was precious to those who hoped to farm the semi-arid 
range lands in the Wasatch valleys, and an understand- 
ing of their life would not be possible without the story 
of irrigation. 

The scene for pioneer irrigation in Wasatch County 
was laid in the roughly bowl-shaped Provo Valley. The 
Provo River winds through its center from north to 
south, and a number of small streams bearing the an- 
nual run-off of melted snow and a small amount of spring 
water ran from its mountainous perimeter to the river 
in the center. Prior to cultivation, the land in the valley 
could properly be termed open range. Grass grew rather 
abundantly along the river bottom and sides of the 
streams, while the rest of the land was covered with 
sagebrush, wheat grass, weeds, and wild flowers. The 
mountain sides were heavily timbered with aspen, fir, 
and Engleman spruce. Stock was grazed here before 
the farming settlers came, and the vast timber resources 
of the region prompted the building of the road up 
Provo Сапуоп.! These two interests shared competitive 
roles with the settlers who came to till and irrigate the 
soil. 

The pioneer need of bringing water onto the land 
found its solution in the irrigation ditch or canal. Canals 
were incorporated, zealously presided over, guarded by 
local law, and fought over in courts: Irrigation water 


1Journal History, June 6, 1858, р. 2. 
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was carefully supervised and proportioned out а ivi 
г за divi- 

депд оп stock held in the ditch. Meetings were regularly 
-held to discuss the maintenance and improvement of the 


Charleston Upper Canal 


irrigation canal system. The canal and the stat 
irrigation water was as important here as was the а 
of the weather to the midwestern farmer. 

| The first settlers in Wasatch county were familiar 
with irrigation. They had come from the surrounding 
Utah settlements where this means of watering the land 
was a well-established practice. The very nature of ir- 
rigation made cooperation among them necessary except 
in the most isolated cases. At first they merely dug 
ditches which ran from the creeks to their adjoining 
farms and took as much water as they needed. But with 
the increase of valley population, it was‘necessary to 
manage and regulate the amount of water each could 
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Wasatch County Veterans List - Korean War 


KENDALL, DON GEORGE 
KINSEY, RALPH RAY 
KOHLER, ALVAH EUGENE 
KOHLER, BUD WAYNE 
KOHLER, NEIL D. 

KOHLER, RAMON ROYDEN 
KOHLER, MARION CLEONE 
KUMMER, RAY 

KUMMER, THOMAS WILLIAM 
LAFAY, DONALD LEWIS 
LAWRENCE, DELMAR MAX 


iler Eugene 
ат, SHERMAN RASBAND, вом.) , 1 
MITCHELL, FLOYD JAY RASBAND, BEVERLY” RH or 
MITCHELL, WILLIAM PERRY RASBAND ELDENDON 4 
МОНЕ, JAMES ERNEST RASBAND, WAYNE LEWI 
MONTGOMERY, СЕКВЕВТ KEITH RITCHIE, BRENT #2774 
MONTGOMERY, EARL REX RITCHIE, KAY С. 
MONTGOMERY, MELVIN ROBERTSON, FERREN REED 


MONTGOMERY, RALPH BOOTH ROTHE, WOLFGANG 
MONTGOMERY, RICHARD W. ROUNDY, STANLEY CLAYTON 
MORRIS, ROBERT А SABEY, REX B. 

MORGAN, ELIZABETH LOUISE SCHOOLER, JAY R- 


LAWRENCE, RAYNOR EVERETT MUIR, WILLIAM КЕШ, SCHOOLER, JUNIOR 

LAWSON, PHILIP ee MUIR GEORGE 5. > SCHOOLER, HORACE RICHARD 
LAWTON, DAVID L. MUIR мие SESSIONS, ВОЗЗЕЦВОВМЕГЕ 
LEATHAM, REX В, /“. 2 24 MURDOCK, ALLEN DALE SESSIONS, DALE R. 

LEE, JAY WARREN Й У MURDOCK, BARNEY DAWN SESSIONS, DONALD ROBERT 
LEFLER, DONNEN С. MURDOCK, ROBERT GLEN SHELTON, ANITA 

LEFLER, THAROL WILLIAM MURDOCK, ROYAL P. SIMMONS, DON LARELL 

LEFLER, VELDON EUGENE MURDOCK, THOMAS GEROLD SIMMONS, DOYLE W. 

LEWIS, WILLIAM LORIN MURDOCK, VERON LEROY SIMMONS, ORRIN Н. 

LINDSAY, GRANT NELSON, ЈЕ. SIMPSON, LOWELL 214 
LINDSAY, ROBERT 5. NELSON, KURT RAY SIMPSON, JAY ALDE 

LOERTSCHER, PAUL RUSH NELSON, BONNER R. SMITH, F.M. Жақ ihe 
LUKE, CALVIN JR. NICMOL, THOMAS VERDON TH, ARTHUR |; үш sE 
LUNT, MEARL РЕ NORTH, DARRELL WAYNE SMITH, BL “бай 
LUNT, ALLAN С. NORTH,NORMAN H. SMITH, JERRY W. 


LUNT, JACK HAROLD, 


NORTH-DARRELL-WAYNE SMITH, WILLIAM ALBERT 

LYTHGOE, GEORGE HARTLEY . МИМО, ALEX SMITH, ARLIN ALBERT , SED, 227 
MAHONEY, MARVÉS J. Billi Jair OLPIN, INAZELLE =SMITH, J. HAROLD. ие gmt 
MAIR, RAYMOND DALE~ OLPIN, MARY SMITH, DUANE CARLIL 
MAIR, DONALD DWAINE lv 11) OLPIN, RICHARD GUY SONDEREGGER, EMORY OWEN 

, DOYLE < Mi Маі! OLSON, DALE STANLEY, RAY M. 

JOHN KEITH OLSON, KENNETH PAUL STANLEY, BURTON M. 
MAIR, WILLIAM DALE ORGILL, LARAY TANLEY, DON 
MAIR, ELDEN D.. PACKER, EDSON FREÍDRICK 
MAIR, HOWARD M. PAIGE, MAGIN MONTOYA STEVENS, RALPH NATHAN 
MAIR, JOE PARCELL, GLADE BUD SWEAT, DELAINE 
МАЈЕ, JOHN DOUGLA PETERSON, FERRON JEROME TAYLOR, JACK R. 
MAIR, ROBERT REED PETER SON, ROBERT HENRY TAYLOR, BLISS C. 


MARINTEZ, JOE 
MAWHINNEY, MAX WILBUR 
MCDONALD, REX JAMES 
MCDONALD, CHARLES W. 
MCDONALD, JESSE 
MCGUIRE, CLYDE L. 
MCGUIRE, FAY W. 
MCKELL, JEAN MARIE 
MCKNIGHT, JOHN ROBERT 
MCMILLAN, WILLIAM NED 
MCMILLAN, JOHN ROBERT 
MCPHIE, ROBERT 

МСРНІЕ, MELVIN DOYL 
MCPHIE, SIDNEY JOE 
MECHAM, WALLACE EARL 


PETERSON, PHIL BLACKHAM THACKER, FARRELL JOHN, fh’ „Г 


PHILIPS, RULON DAVIS THACKER, J. REED уй" 
POPP, FRANK GORDON THACKER, STEVEN B. 
PRELORAN, SAMMY BERT THACKER, WAYNE BURTON 
PRICE, CALVIN Е. THIELKE, WILLIAM DAVID 
PRICE, LARRY THOMPSON, DAVID AUSTIN 
PRICE, MIKE THOMPSON, JOHN LEE 
PROBST, BOYD HUGH THOMPSON, MERLIN ERNEST, 
PROBST, EMERY DALE THOMGREN, GERALD DEVAUR | 
PROBST, WAYNE WATKINS TUCKER, HOWARD NEALE 
PROVOST, DONALD RAY VANWAGONER, PHILIP 
PROVOST, RALPH DALE VERNON, DARRELL K. He 
1 PROVOST, RAY DARRELL “*? VINCENT, DAVID: THOMAS i 
PYPER, DELWIN RAY VINCENT, ROSS A. i 
PYPER, GEORGE EDWARD WALCH, RICHARD LEE 
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